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.'Mctricsystcmf.Americans
have dug in their feet
By JOE MOONEY "Digits." "palms." "spans" and

SEATTL< POST-'I'.'TELLIGENCER "cubits" evolved in historically .'
. SEATTLE . murl%w~to become inches,.

Ge..raid Iannelli st.mds aboyt . reet _d ~S The ROmans cQll-
" 1.7526meters and weig!J.s , tributed to the confusion hy!!siUg

a~out 79.3786 kilO~S -:::- the number 12 as a base (12 inch-
not tall 5-foot-im and n aYJ" es m a foot). En~and's KinT . ,
(175 pounds) as crusaders g<L ,:He;m;' I decree the yard to be'
, B utIannelli is director of the the stance from the tip of hiS ' .
metric ~ro~ for tlle U.S. ' ': 'pos.e to the end of his tb!!mh.~';' ,
n~Bft e Commerce's TUdor rulers later established the
National Institute of Standards.,. .length of a furrow (furlong) as 220
and Technology. It's hisjob" '. yards; Queen Elizabeth Ithen' ,
quixotic though ifmay be, to con- changed the Roman mile 0[5 000' .
vince hardheaded Americans to feet to one of 5,280 feet m~g it
,trunk in tpOIlS of bectares. joules, exactly ei~t furlongs. ,-:,. .
grams and meters. .'1$ AmCans. that may make

, Iannelli visited Seattle for a' ihrfect sense, but to the rest 01
"metric dialogue," one of four , e world; It'S corifusmg. Arid to .
, regional meetings to discuss how .bUS1nessEeo~le, if's eflnensive. :
~ustry, government and educa- " CompLiP:Lhaf ron_lIP l!sipg •
tQ!E can work together to' ,. nonmetricmeasurements','
·accelerate the use of the metric increase their costs, tn~metric'
s)cstem in the United States. ..". .Hro~ Iannelli s3.ld.~
•. By now, Iannelli has heard all ' ' :mt;:ie1vedn pmln'ifffii'C i,

the jokes about his efforts inching' suppliers and risk payID{ more '.'
akw,g, He smiles patiently at witty for parts and e1ttpmen '
references to ,4535-kilogr3m '''By manUfactunn products
cakes and 2.54-centimeter worms, according to metric .
These are among the specifications, the United states

occupational hazards for anyone ('.anincrease its abilitY to trade m
trying to convince U.s..citizens to global markets, whIch ill turn Win
come into the 20th century, stiIll@3te our economy and
referablv before it ends; As it is, ,increase Amencan J06s," Iannelli
e United States now stands wiUf· . said. .< .>, .' ' ;,. '. F ;"" , " '.',

.ibya. and ~urma as tfieQlllY . . ' : Am~rig the speakers ill 'S~ttle
· mammg~arge nationsbolding was George Sudikatus, metric .;.
·out agaInst the mefuc system:., coordinator forthe ICF Kaiser'
Though the U.8.goyernm¢.l1t,:. , Hanford: Co., he~dqum.iei~{fin,;
,ofteri has urged adoption of the the 'Iri-Cities iIi·Eastern";,:'·'. .
inetricsystem; it never has' Wasbingti::mstate: Sudikatus has .
·~uired ~. Iannelli said. There is .'. heard every imaginable excuse:
:~ti~ciiJe .~,~n~date fur"COO;::,for avoiding the metric 'system. .'
.versIon;- ""':"i\:';";;:;';~~'",- ',< ,,", •... ~One'peri;,ori,tOldme,:We won, _
.,' Advocates of the metricsvstern WorldWar n With our nonmetric: .:.
;~. arid there are 'now about. 5bil- . boinbs;?;" Sudikatiis said.'~en:;' ;'
lioi;,Qlth~ w9r1qwide,7-1ove the fuurs w~dn.;t bOmb" .' 'Ie iiito-~'~~~~7i~~~~:f}.$.~~;t
:ma5~Jll -- a deCimal fit ~ "AmencmY''ubli6'Ori
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