
That's Nice, But How About an Example?  Copied from http://www.readingquest.org/strat/raft.html 
Here's one that could be a demonstration that a student has an idea of the circular flow diagram in economics: 

Role William Dollar  

Audience U.S. Mint/Bureau of Engraving 

Format Memorandum  

Topic Plead for Time Off  
 

TO: Personnel Director 

FROM: William Dollar 

DATE: April xx, 19xx 

RE: Request for Vacation  

My name is Dollar, Bill Dollar. I've been on the job for the last twelve months without 

a break, and I am writing to request a two-week vacation. In considering my request, I 

think it's essential that you understand exactly how much work we dollar bills have to 

do during our time of service for the United States Treasury. One-dollar bills are the 

more prevalent, most used, and most abused of all the paper currency. Our life 

expectancy is only about 18 months. By comparison, the average $100 bill has been in 

circulation around nine years! 

My journey through the many hands that hold me begins after I leave the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing and get sent out to a Federal Reserve Bank. I was shipped to 

Richmond, Virginia, although I could have been sent to any one of the 12 Federal Reserve 

Banks located throughout the country. While it's nice to travel and see the country, 

that first trip involves being bundled in currency "bricks" and chunked into armored 

trucks...no daylight or sunshine for us there! Then we get sent to regular banks when 

they need to increase the cash they have on hand for their customers. So while it seems 

like our job is pretty easy to start with, let me assure you it gets much worse from 

there. 

In my case, I went out of our bank with a whole lot of other bills to become part of the 

day-laborer payroll of a construction company. It turns out there's a lot of house-

building going on in the fast-growing Research Triangle area of North Carolina, and a 

lot of temporary help is hired on that has to be paid at the end of each day. I was paid 

out to a guy who'd been hauling sand all day to the cement mixers. On his way home, he 

stopped by the Better Burger place for a buffalo burger and fries, and I ended up going 

into the cash register there. When they were closing up that evening, the manager 

divided up tip money among the wait staff, and I was off again. 

I went into this very nice woman's purse, but I didn't stay there long. In fact, I 

didn't stay any place too long; I was in and out of cash registers, fed into soft drink 

machines, passed back and forth between husbands and wives and kids, folded into swans 

and other strange shapes at late-night dinner tables, crumpled up and wadded into jeans 

pockets, and even washed a few times in laundromats. 

But I know how crucial we are: employers use us to pay their workers, and the workers 

use us to buy food and medicines and clothes and gas, and then we're used to pay the 

people who work in the grocery and drug stores, the malls, and the gas stations. Then 

those people use us all over again to pay not only for goods but also for services like 

haircuts and car washes. 

It is true that in some ways my life is easier than it was for dollar bills that came 

before me, because people use checks, credit cards, debit cards, and other electronic 

transfers more and more all the time. But there will always be a need for good old hard 



cash like me. It's just that I'm awfully tired from all my travels, and I may only have 

another year at the most left in me before I'm recalled, retired, and shredded into 

thousands of tiny pieces. I'd like to have time to recover from all this wear and tear 

so that I can keep on circulating until I'm in no condition to continue. Will you 

consider my request?  

Sincerely, 

  

William P. Dollar 
 

 

 

 

Some possible examples for the RAFT paper of a spore. 

 

 

 

Role Audience Format Topic 
 

Old Fungus or 
fungus-like protist 

spore 

 
New spore 

 
Travel Guide 

 
Journey through 
the life of a spore 

 

Fungus or fungus-
like protist spore 

Forest Floor 
 

Safety Guidelines 
 

How to protect a 
spore from death 

 

Fungus or fungus-
like protist spore 

anyone  
Diary 

Daily adventures 
 

Fungus or fungus-
like protist spore 

Other spores 
 

 
Owner’s Manual 

 

 
My Parts and How 
They Function 

 

Fungus or fungus-
like protist spore 

Mother  
Letter 

Where I am and 
how I got here 

 

 
Fungus or fungus-
like protist spore 

Animals  
Want Ad 

 
Where I want to go 


