
Section 3 Notes:  Magnetic Earth 
 

Earth as a Magnet 
 

• Late 1500s, Sir William Gilbert (England) 
stated that Earth is a giant magnet. 

 

• Earth has a magnetic field surrounding it 
and two magnetic poles. 

 
 

• The two magnetic poles: 
o They are located on Earth’s surface 

where the magnetic force is strongest. 
o Magnetic north pole is located in 

Canada 1250 km away from the North 
Pole 

o There is a magnetic south pole 
 
 

• Earth can make magnets out of 
ferromagnetic material because it has a 
strong magnetic field. 
 

 
Objective:   

 
 


